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A WELCOME GUEST IN FORBIDDEN TIBET 
BY MURIEL F 

T has been my happy lot to be the first Englishwoman 
t o  cross the  Tibetan plateau as lar as that outpost 
of the  British Empire, Gyantze. I accompanied m y  

husband there on a journey on which he a-as sent ijy 
Government for the sole purpose of studying the art  of 
t ha t  wonderlul country. 

On April 29, 1915, !re started from Darjeeling, riding 
on two sturdy nags. Passing through glorious forest 
scenery t ha t  allowed us enchanting glimpses, through the 
rolling mists, of the far ,  f a r  distant plains of India, shim- 
mering like opals set in gray, we mounted far above the 
Darjeeling range and reached the  region of rhododen- 
drons, which were of exquisitely varied color and a t  all 
stages of flowering. 

After an  extremely stiff rlimh we reached Cnatung. 
and here I peeped into one of the native huts. The tiny 
entrance-room was used as a stable for t\vo rampant 
mules. Bending nearly double, I \vent through the low 
door, a t  the  risk of getting a nasty kick, and found a 
dwelling-room with only one tiny square hole in the roof 
lor window and chimney combined. In  the center was 
a most primitive loom, on ahich  a woman was weaving 
narrow breadths of extremely thick dirty white \vool 
called chugdoo. Cloth of this sort was sewed together 
into sleeping-bags. I n  them the family slept on a few 
raised boards, which, together with a fe\v cooking-pots, 
formed the  sole house-furnishings. During the winter, 
when Gnatung was entirely under snow, the poor crea- 
tures t ha t  lived in this hovel must have spent many 
months entirely shut  up in it. 

Our curiosity was roused by the  report of a lama re- 
cluse from Lhasa who had his tiny abode on a steep 
mountainside above Cnatung and \\rho was under a votv 
to  live a solitary life for three years, three months, three 
\\.eeks and three days. Many of our coolies were only too 
delighted when they heard we wished t o  pay him a visit, 
for they looked on such an expedition as a pilgrimage and 
thought i t  likely t o  insure us a safe journey over the peril- 
ous Jelap Pass. In  his astral body, as we learned after- 
wards, our lama had been apprised heforehand of our 
visit. When we knocked, he immediately opened the 
door, and we saw a cheerful young man, rather delicate- 
looking, but perfectly sane in appearance, with a broad 
smile displaying a set of wonderfully white teeth the 
only clean thing about him. He wore a queer hlack 
shade, projecting some inches from his forehead but not 
covering his close-cropped head, and hung round with 21 

thick fringe of black wool, from under which his smiling 
I,ro\vn eyes peered. HIS voice was hoarse and very weak 
and sounded as if he had not spoken for months. Once 
a month his food was brought up from the village and 
placed outside his door. He  told us, through our inter- 
preter, t ha t  he had much intercourse with spirits but 
kept religiously t o  his vow t o  see no human Ileings. Pil- 
grims prol~ably did visit him occasionally, however; for 
he had a s u o ~ l y  of yello\v silk strips and put them round 

'ERCY BROWN 

and reed on the lama's flesh and put it hack in thr  morn- 
ing. The holy Inan needed a stout heart to  face the utter 
solitude of the mountains, believing, as he must have 
done, in the terrifying pantheon of lamaistic theology. 
After some slight demur he yielded t o  the usual prosaic 
luhricator, bakshish, and consented to  I)e photog~aphed. 
Then we took our departure, no doubt t o  he classed as 
remarkal~le manifestations ol the spirit \\-orld. 

We had a good deal oi sno\v to  plunge through that 
day. More snow fell a t  night, and our path \vas conl- 
pletely po\vdered over. 011  %lay 6, \ve had a clear niorn- 
ing for crossing the J ~ l a p  a mar'h that yearly exacts 
its toll of deaths amongst the dak-runners and muleteers. 
A particularly terrible story is told of hot\- sonic coolies 
were found on the pass, leaning on their stirks, support- 
ing their loads on their backs and grinning so broadly 
that they were hailed for their smiling \vrlrome. But 
they were all frozen t o  death, and their lips stiRened in 
such a way as to  show their teeth in this ghastly smile. 
Our coolies fell hack much awed a t  my appearance in my 
flannel face-mask, which I had reserved for this occasion 
and ahich certainly gave me a forl~idding look. We rode 
up the steep path I)et\veen grand, snoa--ro\.ered rocks. 
and, as \ve turned the last corner, \ve came upon great 
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the necks of the coolies, after they had done reverent 
puujtr to him, and \\,hat \vas more practical, he gave them TIBETAN NUNS AT THEIR CONVENT.DOOR 

811 balls of a medicine similar to quinine. The coolies Tllry Have Put Aside the Gaudy Tibetan Costume lor 
told ghastly stories of spirits tha t  ivould come at night Close Orange Caps and Coarse Madder Garnic~lts 



t o  leave us a n y  privacy. S o  \vc )lullg rugs  in front of r l l ( ,  
\ v indo\~s ,  rlepended on our log tire t o  give 11s light and  ell- 

joY(.tl t h ~  feeling lhilt we \vere close t o  prinlitive ~ l a t u r p ,  
T h a t  alternooll, ho\\ever. I h;td :in experience of prin1i. 

t ive nature,  in i ts  11111n;un form. \\Inic.l~ \v;ts not (,llite >() 

pleasing. M y  hus l~ i t~nd h;~rl  gone oll. t o  shoot ~)hPitSHllts  
and  1. very t ired ittt1.r t h e  long milrcl~,  s;lt outsirlr t l lp 
Ilungi~lo\v. While I \vi~s idly amusing 1nyself a t -  
ten111ting a l i t t l t~  sketch,  sotllr o l  t l ~ r  coolir~s rl~she(l  o11t 
with l ~ a l e  fiices, s i ~ y i ~ i g  ii terril)lt, fight iviis goirIg 0 1 1  illsi(Ie 
the  rourtyartl .  Since 1 heitr~l not ;I s n ~ l l ( l .  I [~ii id no ill- 
l rn t ion  until another  deputation riun o u t .  I , r r ; ~ t h l e s s l ~  

saying t h a t  t w o  coolies were killing each other.  I t l l r l l  
summoned one of t h e  most po\veriul coolies ; t r l t l  ro r~ l -  
m;~nrled him t o  separitle t h e  comhatitnts. I ~ u t  he lirmly 
drclined, saying they  \vrre h u s l ~ a n d  a n d  wife. I nes t  
1)esought our s i rc l~~r ,  or  head man.  Lumboo, \\,hose name 
Intwns "'l'all One", t o  see \\-hiit could 11e done. hut  he 
sIio\ved equal reluctance. So finally I had t o  investigitte 
mat te rs  mysell, and  opening t h e  door of t h e  courty;trrl, 
1 sa\v a Inan ;tnd a Ivoman lorkecl together in a savage,  
grim enihriice, swaying t o  and  fro in co~nl ) le le  si lenr.~,  
rxcrl)t  for gasping 1)reaths. with their l i ~ c r s  streaming 
\\-it11 blootl. Consideri~lrly fright'ne~l. 1 tried t o  rally 
I,umlroo's fainting spirit into ; ~ t t e m l ~ t i n g  t o  unlork t h e  
f~ l r ious  pair. H e  f i r~ i~ l lp  (lid so \vith t h e  lie111 of a f e n  

C ollier spectators,  i~nrl  a l te r  ahout  five ~ n i n u t e s '  ~ ~ i t i n f u l  
\\-restling, t h e  gorp  omha hat ants \Yere imprisonecl in dil- 
ferent rooms, still s h o \ v e r i n ~  curses on each other.  

\Ye hitd a glorious \valk nes t  day do\vn-hill t o  l ' ; t tu~rg.  

I 
Here \ve were met Ily gorgeously cl;itl rkr~l~rrrssicr ht~raltl- 
i ~ ~ g  t h e  approach o l  t h e  Brit ish Trade  Agent,  Mr .  I)it\'id 
Mi tc( lo~~ald ,  and  the  S ta le  I':ngineer, who escorted us t o  
the  village ol Rinrhingong anrl on t o  t h e  village of C h r n ~ a .  
si tuated on t h e  hanks  oi a I)road river, t h e  Amo-chu. A LADY OF RANK FROM LHASA 

Shr Is Dressed in R ~ c h  Brocndc and Wcars Many Jta,t.ls H r r e  Mr. Martlonald took u s  t o  visit a very rich man 's  

and a H ~ ~ ~ . D ~ ~ ~ ~  ~~~~~~~i~~~ and pearls and coral house, I\-hirh \ve entered h y  r l iml~ing  a n  extraordinarily 
ureciuitous lad(ler. At t h e  end oi several \vin(linc [)ass- 

fields of snolv, \\-it11 liere iind there ;i I)l;irk rock standing 
out  in s h a r l ~  rrliel. and a t iny I1l;ick line oi mule% winding 
in to  t h e  distance with t h e  m r v y  sountl of their I~ells peitl- 
ing over the  srro\v. T h e  J e l a ~ )  I'ass, far  from being t h e  
isolated spot we espected,  was filled with a perpetual 
s t ream of jostling mule-trains. IVc. san. the  tracks of a 
fe\v animals in t h e  smooth,  pure sno\v, hu t  other\vise no 
signs of \vild life Iwyond nu~i ihers  of the  tiniest I)irds just 
I~eloa- t h e  pass. Butterflies \\-it11 snowy velvet n-ings 
and  white furry Ilodies are t o  he found, 1 I>elie\,tx, 011 t h e  
eternal sno\v-line. I cannot descrille t h e  deliciously in- 
toxicating quality of t h e  air. Ivhich, \\,hen \ve were not 
{valking, ditl not trou1)le us \vith i ts  rari ty.  

T h e  rough and precipitous path rlo\vn\vards was made  
i~nl)assal)le in one  lace 11s i~ sno\rr-drift. We hat1 t o  
scramhle over rocks its llest we roulrl until \ve once more 
r ~ a c h e d  t h e  road, which r~o\i  entered t h e  heitutilul C h u m l ~ i  
1 1 I e y  Our resting-1)lac.e tha t  night was a t  I,ungram in 
a Ti1)etitn houst. pure ant1 simple. I t  was built around a 
little courtyard,  in which our serv;ints and  riding-ponies 
founcl accommod;ition, with it quaint  doorway, strongly 
I~ar red  tit night against all intruders. There \Yere t h r w  
rooms, ol~rlt ing one out ol t h e  other. T h e  furniture ron- 
sisted of t w o  raised planks lor our Iwdtling, t\vo scluare 
stools and  a very high tal)lr  for our meals. T h e  square 
lattice-\vindo\\,s of Chinese design boastetl no glitss. Ilut 
had been roveretl Ivith paper, a-hich was loo  much torn 
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ages. \ve came t o  ;I gorgeous private chal)(4, most I~eaut i -  
fully fitter1 1111 \\.it11 g i lde~l  \v00d eitrvings ant1 altars.  An 
old priest \vas I~anging  a I ~ i g  d r u m  in t h e  corner a n d  dron- 
ing prayers for t h e  health o l  t h e  olvner, \vho was ill. In  
this holy spot we u-ere, t o  m y  surprise,  olTere(l relrrsh- 
ments, consisting or 'rilletall t ea  ( a  compound of ranrid 
I ~ u t t e r ,  t ea  and  salt 1 or, a s  an alternative.  liery I~rantly.  

Alter this pirtures(lue interlude, two 'I'ihetan dok-lidrf, 
or gener;ils, in\-ited us t o  lunch \vith them.  As distin- 
guished visitors we were a l lo~vrd  to  ride through a gate- 
way guarded Ily T i l ) r t a ~ t  soldiers armed \r.ith enormous 
Irattle-axes, right on t o  a wooden platlorm, \\-here \ve (lis- 
mounte(l and  a-ere rrreived hy our txvo hosts. Both  ol 
t l ~ e m  \vcJre tlressetl in Chinese rostumc~s with queues,  long 
pen(lant turquoiscx e;trritrgs in their  left ears  iind buttons.  
t h e  signs of ollice, on their  hats. Dur ing  t h e  meal t h e  
(1;th-pdn discusst~tl ;tt some length I)et\veerr themselves 
the  r e s p ~ c t i v e  ages ;tntl sizes of their  guests. itnd \ve all 
tried t o  look as  natural  as  ~)ossil)le under thtsir sei~rchinl: 
personal scrutiny.  After luncheon, \ve \\-ere t.ntrrt;tirretl 
ivith a due t ,  in which one of o u r  hosts plapetl a tiny 
species of \-iolin and  one ol t h e  t;rl)le s t ~ r v a n t s ,  a \vil(l- 
looking man,  cleeply pock-marked. ~ ~ l i r y c ~ i l  ii flute. 

W e  tinally made  our ;idieus ;rntl rode or1 t o  our halting:- 
 lace for t h e  next few (laps, t h e  village o l  Shashi,  o r  the  
ne\\- Yutung. ii ~)le;tsant little spot .  \vhrrr  t h e  British 
Triidr Agent has ;I small I)ungalow. Here,  in the  garden, 



MUMMERS READY FOR A CHUMBI DANCE 

The Pcrforrncrs Are All Mcn, Some Maskrd, Sonic Dressed as Women. Thrv Q m t e  ~n Rsp~d Cathar~nc- 
Whtrls Around Ve\\cls-Perhaps Pro\alc Kcrosrnc-T~nrF~lled wttl~ the Natro~tal Drtnk ol "Cllanb" 

we san a t  Mr. Macdonald'h kind i n \ ~ t a t ~ o n ,  a Chulnlxi monotonous. There \,as noliie ol any sort. no tree. florr-er 
dance a curioilx performdnce in ~ s h t r h  m:rskeri figures or blade of grass At last \\e aav, in the 1.1r d i s t ~ ~ ~ t  plain. 
gyrated with extraord~nary rapidity in catharinc\\heels, a small l~lackspeck Ph.~rr, the dirtiest and high& to\\n 
round two prosaic kerosene-t~ns filled ui th  the  national in the  world, stand in^ 14,900 feet ahova 5e.t-lekei I r  
drink of ckung,  looked decepti\k=Iy near in that fi~rehed air, .tnd we I l ~ d  

After this short rest a t  Yatung we pulled ourselves many miles t o  go before a e  reached our little fort~fied 
together for t h e  second half of our journey to  Gyanb~e. bungalow, which was just outside it The ruined roitu, 

The march t o  Gautsar was full of interest. The road or fort, and the encircling wall of Phirri g:lvr it, :ts \ \e 
nound  past several large villages. The richer men had approached, the appearance 01 one I:op citadel r,ltller 
large walled enclosures round their d\vellings The than a town. I looked at the  few poor atall\ t1r:rt con- 
shady groves of trees and  rich fields of barley formed ;I titituted the bazar and oherved from my a,itl(lle the \\ !Id- 
contrast to the  barren country that  we afterwi~rds en- looking, filthy crowds in the narron alleys, which were 
countered. Lingbutam. with its perrectly flat luah green mere gutters flanked with mounds of relitse hlgher 111111) 
meadows through which meandered the  Amo-ehu River, the houses themselves 
presented a still different character The i neat lo us \sere Mr. Waedonald conducted 11s to  the hous-e of the .latre- 
shut in by frowning gray clitfs, and the plain \\*as dotted poll, or principal Tibetun otRcial II I  thr  place. Hr  \ r ~ s  a 
with black specks, which proved to be grazing yaku, \ \ '~ th  big, lovial, sorne\vhat groza-looking 5 oung man, and Ilia 
here and there slightly larger dots, which resolved them- niie, afho was from Lhasa, a d \  d .;stlet and intrlhgrnt- 
aelses into minute squikre black tents, each gwrded by looking tvoman slightly cleaner t h~u l  the others. The 
fierce watch-dogs. Our wext day's march \c.as up to the house was just a peat hovel outsitle. I ~ u t  ~t \\a%; l~lritt 
Tibetun plateau through the lo\.rIy gorge of Gautsar r o u ~ ~ d  a bn~all courtyard , I I I ~  \\an fon~lnrtnhle \\ithiti. 
until at last we entered a hare drfile \\ith to\\ering 1,ronn. Around the living-room r.ln 101v I w I I ( ' ~  ro\rred \b~th 
treeless cliffs on each stde and il gloriouh \\.'~teriall dash- leopard sk~ns ,  and n European stove ztootl in the centt3r. 
Inp do\vn through the s ~ ~ o \ s \  Turtling a corrler, a e s u d -  \Ve n r r e  most hosp~tahly enterta~ned by the Jong-von, 
denly huhetd, as  11  ~t \\ere yolard eyer the I~ron of the hill ;tnd the gel~tlen~en oI the ydrty s h e d  to lunt'h \\lth bin1 
against the happhlre-l~Iut- skj, the most dazzlu~g ah i t e  The cold a t  Phari \\as very great. \Ye had there our 
con@ Chamalhari As u e  continued, t he  road grew fist experience of the f,tmons Tibetan ainds. \vhich ribe 
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D A N C E R S  R E H E A R S I N G  B E F O R E  T H E  G Y A N T Z E  M O N A S T E R Y  

For  Davs T l ~ r y  Pract l r r  tile Slow Ccstiirt\ r)f t h ~  'Black H d t  ' D A I I L ~ .  WIIILII, F~n.rllv, t o  t l ~ c  Blnrc 01 Tru lnp t t \ ,  
Tllr\ Prr iorm In Mag l l~ f i c t~ l t  Co\titliir\ O r ~ l n l n t l ~ t r d  n ~ t l l  Ch , l~n \  .~nrl Apror~r  of C a r r t d  Hum.in B O I I L ~  

ONLOOKERS A T  T H E  "ANNUAL A T H L E T I C  M E E T "  A T  CiYANTZE 

T h e  Spring Ftstivcll L;r\t\ Three Dayb. I t  I \  t h t  Occarir~n Tor Rac t ,  and Ar r l~c ry  Coll t r \ t \  ~ I I L I  Fcdbtll~ji, .i~id 
All G y a r r t ~ t  Cu~npa  vti t h c  P l ; i~n \  I I I  Rlc.lily E I I I I > ~ ( I I L I C ~ C ~  T c ~ l t \  t ~ )  E I I J O ~  t l l ~  Fu l l  
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WIVES OF TIBETAN JONG-PON, OR HEADMEN 

The Typical Gyantze Hcad-Drrrs Is a Domcd Bamboo Framr\r,ork Conrcaled by R0u.s of Great Turquoises 
and Lumps of Coral. This Hugc Crown Is Srcured by Finely Woven Strands or thr Unfortunate Owner's Halr 

~ v i t h  'lock!vork regularity every alternoon and sweep stones at  the top  our coolies ;,I1 <li<l pooja to  the Godtless 
across those desert plains, oIten accompanied by cutting Chamalhari. \Ye heard after\vards ol a n.retcllc(l \voman 
hail, a n d  subsiding usually between six and seven in t h e  who had heen put)liclg- Hogged and then rsposed lorn rligllt 
evening. Though t h e  thermometer did not encourage on the  Kang la. Naturally she had frozen to  de;lth. A 
sketching, I made  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  i t ,  cowering behind a terrilrle system ol medieval torture still goes on in Tihrt .  
small stone boundary pillar, m y  head tied u p  tied on, I There is truly n\\-lul loneliness in Tilwt. 'Piny clusters 
was going t o  say--nith a shawl, and my sheep-skin coat of stone huts. vast dist:~nces apart ,  are, the  so-cnlletl vil- 
on top  of every other warm \\'rap I possessed and a large lages. They are hardly distinguishable from t h e  ground. 
crowd of t h e  unnrashed pressing round me, ready t o  ior !in garden or 1-egetation ol ally kind marks the111 olT 
burst  in to  loud giggles a t  t h e  sn~allest  provocation. I t  iron1 the  rest of the  desert and they ;Ire built from the 
taites very little t o  raise t h e  heartiest guffa\vs f rom the  loose stones lying about.  In  winter these little hovels 
Tibetan,  \vho certainly sees life as  a good joke in spite of must Ire completely under snow. Far  otl \ve S;IW hor~ls 
his stern surroundings. of Clrr~~gs, or \\.ild asses, l>eautiiul spotted cre;ltures, i~l\v;~!.s 

Here \ve enrountere(l in Tibet for  t h e  first time t h e  keeping clost~ together and turning and curving as il the!. 
tr ibes of outc ;~s is  who are not allo\ved to  inhahit any r e  r i l l e l  ]That they fed on in tha t  bare l a ~ ~ d  \\-:IS :I 

to\vn. ;und who are t h e  most utterly degraded-looking set puzzle. 
of human I,eings I have  ever seen. As soon as  \ve le f t  Tun:,, a t  ;in elevation of 14.900 feet. was the Ihighr~t 
our I)ungalo\v. these uncouth creatures prostrated them- I)ung;~lo\v \ve re;~ched. I \\-;is incaparitated there I>y the 
se1vt.s full-length on t h e  grountl in f ront  of us and  the11 ;~lt i tude.  At sunset we h:td one of rhe 111ost gloriolls 
j r lm~)rd  up  ilnd tlanctstl t o  t iny string \-iolins, all t h e  t ime i s  of t h  h o e  r .  The  highest peak. \vlricl~ is the 
lourlly dt>man(ling I);lkshish, \vhirh \\-as invariallly (lolrxd hon~c. ol the  (;oddess CIi:umalh:~ri, is s ~ ~ r r o u n t l e d  1,). spy- 
Out t o  them Ily t h e  British Trade  Agent. Indeed this era1 lo~ver oncxs, her attendant maidens. .it the loot of 
lirensrd beggary seems t o  IIP  one of t h e  most flourishing one o l  the  greatest ol her gl;lcien, a11d 011 the  eterllsl 

o i  t h e  indigenous intlustrirs of Tilwt.  sno\\-line, is n nunnery, in I\-hich t~velvr  devoted 111111s. 
\VP h ; ~ d  one more pass t o  rrOss over- -the I<;,l~g la, u-ho Itrep ;I fr\v yaks and  sheep for thtnir sustenallre. Ic:lll 

\r-hivh is the  s;lme lleight ;,s the  ~ ~ l ~ p ,  h u t  totally diner- surely the  most isoletrci li\-es of :illy \\-omen in tile \\-orld. 
en t .  'rliurp \v:rs no sno\\-, an(l nothint; esprriallh- to  mark :it S a ~ n a d a  I had my first \-ie\\- ol :I Tibetall !r('~~rl)~l. or 
it Out f r o m  t h e  ~ u r r o ~ ~ ~ c l i n g  scenery. A t  t h e  cairn ol monastery. Spurred on I)y t h e  spirit ol  adventure. 1 
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determined to  pay this somewhat formidable-looking 
place a visit. I was admitted first into a stone-flagged 
courtyard, thence into a passage from the  ceiling of which 
hung the  stuffed forms of huge Tihetan dogs, so large tha t  
I took them for black hears, and then through a perfectly 
dark and narro\\- passage. A lama led the  way, a lnays  
religiously keeping to  the  left, tvhirh is the holy direction. 
and lighting our steps by a very din1 little flickering oil- 

the  gruesome coloring, faded though i t  was, heightened 
the  horrid scene. 

Leaving this weird temple. \ve finally passed into a 
broad and co~nparatively fertile valley, with our long- 
expected hourne, Gyanbze, a t  t he  far end of it. In ap- 
pearance Cyantze resembled Lhasa, as t ha t  city had heen 
described to us. The white houses were edged a t  the top 
by a deep hand ol (larlc I)ro\vn I~rush\vood ant1 lurther 

MURIEL PERCY BROWN AND THE GARRISON AT GYANTZE 

Mrs Brown Was the F ~ r s t  Engl~shwoman to Crosa the Ttbctan Platrau as F a  as Gyantze She Accornpan~ed 
Her Hurband. Who Wds Sent by the B r ~ t ~ \ h  Government to Study the Art or the Forb~dden Land 

lamp doan  into \vhat seemed a n  underground cliaml)er 
There a cold chill struck t o  my  very bones, even rn May, 
fur-clad as  I was. This was the  lama's prayer-room. 
Light was admitted from the  top, and how arctic it must 
be in winter I shuddered t o  think. W e  retraced our 
steps, and I was led outside once more, glad t o  escape the  
hideous faces-part of t he  paraphernalia of the  lama's 
annual devil dances -that peered out from all the  cor- 
ners. A t  last \fie reached a hreakneck ladder t o  an outer 
terrace near a tower of peat. This proved t o  he an annex 
built for housing a g~gant ic  Buddha figure, which occu- 
pied t h e  three stories of t he  tower Light was admitted 
or excluded a t  will by windour5 on each story, and the  
\\-orshipers in t he  room below looked up  through the  deep 
gloom t o  see portions of t he  Buddha mysteriously illu- 
mined. Sometimes the  glory surrounded his head; a t  
other times. his mighty breast: or again, just the  hands, 
as they remained raised in blessing. 

A few miles past Samada we came upon an old huilding 
in a very isolated position some distance from the  road. 
The fact that  i t  looked like a fort had misled our force 
Into shelling it. In 1904. I n  reality it n a s  a srlecles of 
religious ar t  gallery, and 1)uilding.i of t h ~ s  nature were 
always untouched hy our troops. The \\all n a s  q u ~ t e  
Intact, very solid and I111ilt in an almost Egyptian style 
round an  inner court. and here the  shells had plaqed 
havoe, breaking the roof doan  hut leaving a numher ot 
gigantic gilded Buddha figures seated all round the  \r alls 
as  if in conclave. Another small chamber was filled u ~ ~ t h  
representations in plaster of hundreds of urithing devils 
with human bodies and grotesque animal heads, eyes 
placed in their ahdomens and other ahnorma l~ t~es ,  and 

ornamented in many cases by gilded plaques, and over 
the  doorways hung black yak-hair curtams and incon- 
gruous fluttering muslin frills. Our arrival was well 
t lmed; for the  yearly spring festivals were being held and 
people were coming in cro\vds in their gala attire t o  a t tend 
the  relig~ous and secular dances and to  take part in ath- 
letic sports. 

We received a very interesting invitation t o  spend the  
day a t  t he  country house of a rich Tihetan gentleman who 
lived ahout five m~les  away, a t  a place called Gobshi, 
where, though of h ~ g h  hirth, he owned a carpet factory 
and manufactured the  small Tibetan rugs of commerce 

When \re arrived a t  our host's residence, we sa\rr large 
erotvds assembled, \\rho gazed a t  us with intense interest. 
In t h e  outer courtyard one of t he  secular dances was pro- 
ceeding against a most picturesque background of q u a ~ n t  
bulldings with I~right-colored awnings t h a t  thretr, a r ~ c h ,  
subdued light on t h e  dancers. They were g y r a t ~ n g  in 
much the same fashion as those we .;a\\* a t  Yatung. We 
were conducted to  an upper room, the a hole of one side of 
\ rh~ch  \ \as  open in t he  form ol  a gallery overlooking the  
courtyard. u i th  lo\\ p~les  of costly rugs upon which our 
hoat and his f r~ends  \\ere reclin~ng uhrle they tvatched the  
perlormance beloa. Our host \\,a\ a middle-aged man of 
d~gnlfied mien, very Chinese in appearance, and  he  \\ore 
the  round hat  and one long earring usual t o  persons in 
h ~ g h  position. His son, a youth of ahout filteen, u a s  for 
some reason considered of higher rank than his father,  and 
hih hat. a red circular one, covered u i t h  thick scarlet 
fringe. lay on a xtand nt one end of the  room in a plareol 
honor 

-4fteruards I \ \as conducted Into a snlall separate 



THE MYSTERIOUS IMAGE IN "RED IDOL GORGE" 

In This Barren Tibetan Pass. Swept by Icy Winds and Cutting Hail-Storms, An Image in a Hall-Ruined 
Shrine Bcspraks the Peace of the Buddha 

room, with a deep awning over the wintlo\v. but equally coronal of turquoises and coral, with an exquisite little 
overlooking the courtyard, t o  await the arrival of our cap of pearls. Her hair was puRed out enormously on 
hostess. both sides of her face, carried down in two flo\ving plaits 

Meanwhile I was bewildered I)y the gorgeous apparel below her waist and joined together at the back by many 
of her numerous attendants. At every turn I saw tower- handsome clasps of turquoises and pearls. Her gown was 
ing head-dresses thickly covered with strings of seed- of rich Benares kincob, with wonderful jewels. She was 
pearls looped and festooned over the  semicircular domed of an aristocratic delicacy and pallor and charm 01 man- 
bamboo framework, which \!,as concealed by rows of ner. She shook hands with us all very cordially. I was 
huge turquoises and lumps of coral. The hair was finely left alone with her and her maidens and had Tibetan 
braided and stretched out in thin strands to  secure this tea and sweets pressed on me a t  inconveniently short 
enormous head-piece, with a long plait left t o  flutter intervals. 
coquettishly a t  each side. The gowns, which were no less Later on I was conducted to the private reception- and 
brilliant than the  head-dresses, were of colored cloth, shrine-room combined. The walls were lined with sacred 
with wide-sleeved bodices and epaulettes of brocade and pictures, one of which, of exquisite appliqub in golden 
richly woven aprons with two long stoles in vivid stripes satin, portraying the Buddha and his disciples, was evi- 
hanging from the  shoulders. There were chains upon dently a most valued possession. The brocades on which 
chains of silver, with necklaces of lumps of amber the  the  pictures were mounted had the effect of suhdued old 
size of tangerine oranges and huge coral beads, and, most stained glass, and gave a subtle glow of rich coloring in- 
valuable of all, large amulet-boxes of je\vels, which seemed describably fascinating. All round the walls were lo!\r 
to focus in themselves all the barharic splendor of this divans covered with good Tihetan rugs, and one \\,hole 
national costume. I t  \vas a strange experience to  have side of the room was taken up by a beautifully carved and 
beings in this dress wait on us a t  table, offering us chang gilded wood\vork altar, containing Buddha images of 
to drink and courteously extending the full length of their copper gilt. 
tongues a t  us as  they leaned over us- their [aces plenti- Our next day's program included a visit to the mon- 
fully besmeared with the  deep tan of pig's blood and astery at Cyantze. I t  was situated in a large ope11 
catechu, and in many cases their noses ornamented by a square. The great doorway was covered with a black 
thick line of black pigment down the  bridge. yak-hair curtain, and on each side of it was a fresco of the 

I must now return t o  the  advent of our hostess, who wheel of life. Inside were many gigalltic und nlysteriouu 
was escorted by numerous attendants. Since she hailed figures of Bodhisattvas. A particularly interestirlg one 
from Lhasa, her costume was markedly different from was that  of the Coming Buddha. \\rho was represented as 

that  of Gyantze or Shigatze. Her head-dress was a flat seated in European fashion. The (Coali~~rtedo~l Pll!k 230) 
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